General Climatic Features for New York State 
New York State has a humid continental type climate similar to many other states in the US Northeast and is influenced by the topography and by the proximity to large water bodies. There is a large variability to the air masses that affect the State from cold dry northwesterly winter outbreaks from the continent to warm humid periods during the summer when periods of southerly or southwesterly winds originating over the Gulf of Mexico prevail. At times easterly winds from the Atlantic can cause cool damp weather across the state and the proximity to the North Atlantic is most often felt in the southeastern portions of the state, particularly near New York City and across Long Island. 
 

New York City in April
April in New York City is a great time to visit with moderating temperatures and the risk for winter ice and snow greatly reduced.  Over 60% of April days will be clear or partly sunny so enjoy the weather.  On average overnight low temperatures range from the low to mid 40’s with daytime highs generally around 60.  A few colder days are still possible, however, temperatures fall below freezing on average only 1 day during April. 

Brief periods of cold weather can occur when temperatures dip into the 20’s or teens but this is the exception. Snowfall is also rare with measurable amounts occurring in less than half of past Aprils. On the other hand, warm spring days can often see temperatures reaching into the 70’s or even the 80’s.  On average 19 days in April will see clear to partly sunny conditions in the Big Apple. 

 

New York City in May 
May is one of the nicest months to visit New York City as the weather is mild with minimal risk for either very cold or very hot weather.  Morning lows are generally in the 50’s with daytime highs averaging near 70.  Brief periods on very warm and humid weather are possible but not as frequent as occurs later during the summer months.  Occasional days with temperatures into the 80’s do occur and on average about 1 day each May reaches or exceeds 90. Rain risk is moderate with measurable rain occurring on 11 days out of the month (35%).

 

